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Reparations: Case study
A Southern California beach is
returned to Black owners



Source:
California African

American Museum
via NPR

https://www.npr.org/2021/10/10/1043821492/black-americans-land-history


Source: Manhattan Beach Historical Society via Easy Reader News

https://easyreadernews.com/bruces-beach-manhattan-beach-dispossession/


Source: Own photo



Source: Wikimedia



Source: County of Los Angeles

https://ceo.lacounty.gov/ardi/bruces-beach/


Discussion

React

I What surprised you?

I What resonated with you?

I What questions does this raise for you?



Discussion

If you can inherit generational wealth, you can inherit generational
debt. That’s debt that Manhattan Beach owes to the Bruce family.
It’s debt that California and this nation owes to many more
families like the Bruces.

— California State Senator Steve Bradford

Discuss



Discussion

I What might Nozick say about this story?

I What might Rawls have to say about this story?



Discussion

What role might research play in the debate about reparations?



Land dispossession happens elsewhere, too

Including at Cornell



Land dispossession happens elsewhere, too

Including at Cornell





blogs.cornell.edu/cornelluniversityindigenousdispossession/

https://blogs.cornell.edu/cornelluniversityindigenousdispossession/


Supplemental



Source: Craig Baker via [The Historical Marker
Databaset](https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=170564)


